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* ..  .MEMORANDUM K COPIES TO (rams ond deparemsnt Qf:.‘c‘“)/ .o

From Robert P. Goodale S
Date March 12, 1971 "(cyped March 16th)

ROHM AND NAAS COMPANY '
Mr. V. Ll Grttory

Mr. J. C. Haas

Te Mr. D. W. Kenny ‘ Mr. F. J. Rarig

Mr. W. ADDTOZL e
Mr. B. D. Allen = Riiryg

Subject ARSENICAL WASTE DISPOSAL - HITMOYER LABORATORIES )35l ‘.}?

Dufing the course of Triday, March 12th, z.talked with s number of fapresentatives

of the news media, Thcse discussions are surmarized belov for the record.

United Press In%ernational, Yashington, D.C. (202-263-3173)

Mr, "’illiam i'2ade had telephoned {r., Ambrogi at liyevstowvn, who had refarred him
to me. Mr, Meade was very sympathetic with our plight and was anxious that the
story which vould emanate from the Wabhington Nawe Cureau be completely accurate
and unnrejudi~ad, I told him we “ad s2nt a telegram to Dr. Duncan MacDonald of
the Council n® Znvirommental Nuality and read it to him. He used as a quote in
the stor: vhizhh he was nutting on the wire the last santence of the telegram by
Mr. Gragory readiang: '"despite fant that operaticn is safe and effect on environ-
ment is havmless no furcher discharge of this or any other arsenical material
will be made to the ocean or alsswhere until full information is presented to
you". He sgs2sted that we yive the same information to ¥William D, Ruckelshaus
of the Snvironmental Protection Azency, 1626 X Street, N.u,, Washington, D.C.,
telephona 202-732-7433, 1In Mr., Juckelshaus' absence, I talked with Curt Harper
of the :itecutive Communication office of that agency (202-€32-7733), to whem.1
gave the full text of our news release and also some £ill material. He hss
promised to briny the material to the attention of Mr. Ruckelshaus, including
our offer to discuss the matter in detail with anyone that ZPA might designate.

On the local scene I talked with the following,

United Press -~ 1 gave United Press a run down on the news release which was
being hand delivered to them and ‘explained that the Washington bureau wouid
also be provided materisl. ' o :

Associgted Press == 1 foiloue@lth same procedure with Assoclated Press.

Tom Ferrick oﬁ United Press International Philadelphis office (LC7-1272)
" telephoned several times - on Friday, dMarch 12 and on March 15 and 1¢, T

save him the same background information &s the other medis represen:atives.

t'all Street Jourhal_r- The Jou;nél had not carried the story nor did it plan to
do s0. 1 gave the news office a brief rundown and they will call if it is de-
ci{ded & news story is warrgnted. ' ' :

WCAU=TV =« Herb Clark cfl_.léd ‘and aaked for detailed comments on the disposal
prohlem. He hed been informed that arsenic had been found in the vater supplies
in the Myerstown arez. I told him that this undoubtedly was the rasult of
operations prior to our acquisition of the company and that we had installed

a water-tight concrete storage basin and that the plant was beiny conducted on
2 "no emission" basis. I told him that the disposal method had been reviewed

by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Cozst Guard, the Delavare Tiver Basin
Commission and the appropriste state and local authorities and z% lc e Zifi
been no objection by any of these agencies to our disposal meth ,f @c!:_ chts
were taped and will be used if the story is given air time,
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5!3 == I talked with Don Lancer who asked if we knew that EPA was meeting in
Washingtm today to discuss the arsenic disposal problem, I gave him much the ~’
same information as I had provided Mr. Clark. Mr. Lancer said he understood

there was to be a mass protest over the shipment at the pier and said he would

make certain the informacion as given on the air would be that there would be

no shipment.

WFIL -- 1 talked with John losen and told him the actions we had taken. He asked
about the suit that had been instituted by "epresentative Charles Sandman, Cape
May, 0 onjoia us from tle dumoing, 1 rold him that since t'e had already issued
an order that a2 dunpins was to ta™a »~lace until the matter had been cleared that
theres gnnecrad td b: no vreasonatlz basis for the suit.

Howard Gol-ismit:., A7C radio, Philadalnphia taleshored and was gziven the same
informatian,

WIBG == I tal™2d vith Jan Unox of t*e news s.aff and gave him the same generasl
£111 1-'I hel ~-ovided the other ena%iors. len ¥ncx as™ed 2 number of searching
questic:: aud .. "ormwants ware “and for aliving on tha news “roadcasts.

[
WIP == I cal®ad with the neuvsrccom ot this station and taped corments which will
ve usad o1 tiia news sagraats,

Philadcl>i:iz Nauspapar

I talked with the newsrooms of the various Philadelphia papers -« Inquirer, N
Bulleti and Jaily lews and advised them we wers tand delivering a brief neus -~
ralzase on t'ir» mattar, Yone of these nyblications reogquested more detailzd
informztion at this time.

Jovernment .[ontacts

Yir. Crane V'ille«-, Counsel of the Sub-Committee on Ocean anl Atmosphere of the
7.8, T2natc Cormerce Committee (202-225-79F5) telephoned to ask what action we
had taen in ~onnection with the problem reviewed in the Vashington pavers.

"o gszamad o ve quite reassured with the {nformation vhich I provided, an¢d
martficularly with the comment that no shipments will be made of the wast: ma-
terial until the matter has been fully discussed with those concerned.

John HYeritaue - Senator Gaylor Nelson's office (202-225-8654)

lir. Hovitags telephoned since Senator Melson apparently was planning »n {rminent

news releass., Me. wrig joined me in this telephone call and we infor—ecd Mr. Heritage
thera would be no shipment on Saturday nor any furthar shipments of wast~ material
unzil there *ad been a full discussion with all of the parties concerncd. Ve

pointed cut that wa had not been asked by any government agency to sucrend the ship-
ments but that we were doing so voluntarily in the interast of satisf;ing everyone
concerned with the nropriety of our disposal methods.

{Note = Dr. Duncan MacDonald of the President's Council on Znvironmental Quality,
722 Jackson Place, N.1!., Washington, D.C. - 202-387- 71468) 00 l 69

Subsaquent to writing this report, a number of other calls have E&eu recelved,

John Clancy of the Philadelphia Inquirer visited our office on Tuesday, Merch 16.

This is coverad in a separate memo of the same date.



From

Mr. Kenny " Mr. Goodale

~ Mr, Harry Tolan of the Philadelohis Bulletin telephoned on March 16 to ask for
mote information about (1) how durzble the metal drums were for ses storage and
(2) how dangerous the material would be upon exposure to the ocean. I explained
that it would take many years for the material to affect the steel drum and that
it would take years for the exterior of the drums to corrcde in the sez. I told
him that the material was quite inert and that its dissolution would require
several years with no anticipated effect on the ecology of the ocean. He kmew

of our meeting with ZPA on Friday and asked what we would do if that sgency
opposed dumning. I told him that we anticipated no objection but that any further
acticn would dapend upon the outcome of our discussions with EPA,
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